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Page | 52 If we look at the ward-wise decadal growth rate of Mirik Municipality, then we will find that ward number 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 has a positive growth rate. The highest growth rate of population is found in ward number 8 (31.57%), followed by ward number 5 (31.04%), 4 (29.56%), 6 (26.68%), 1 (25.34%), 7 (21.76%), 9 (7.31%), (6.27%) . Besides this, a negative growth rate of population is found in ward number 2(-13.39%). From a primary sample survey, it is found that mainly due to outmigration the population of ward number 2 is declining.
Population Density
Density of population is a better measure of understanding the variation in the distribution of population. It is expressed as number of persons per unit area. According to 2001 census, the population density of Mirik Municipality was 1862 persons/sq.km which rises to 2154 persons/sq.km in 2011 i.e. 292 persons were added in one decade for all wards. In case of plain area town that kind of density is taken into consideration as low density but due to its hilly location, this density come under moderate terms. Though all wards are moderately densed but in my discussion I have divided the Municipal area into 4 density zones (according to the population density classification of R.C.Chandana). These are High density zone, Moderate density zone, Low density zone and Very low density zone. 
Density Distribution in 2011
In 2011 population densities, it was again classified into 4 categories (according to the population density classification of R.C.Chandana). These are High density zone, Moderate density zone, Low density zone and Very low density zone. 
Variation of Density and its Reason in Different wards
With the help of 2001 and 2011 census I had divided the whole Municipality wards into 4 density zones. In 2001, only 1 ward had very high density (ward 2) but in 2011 the number of wards increased under this category also with a hike in the density. The wards are 2, 1 and 8. This is very high density area because this area is more homogeneous than other part of the respective area and also having a commercial market. So this portion is more congested than other part. The second zone also consists of high density zone which comprises the ward number 9. This is purely residential area. 3 rd zone includes the wards of 4 and 5. This zone is moderately dense because of medical facilities, playground, health, school and marketing accessibilities in this area.
The last density zone comprises the area of ward number of 3, 6 and 7. This portion of the Municipality is more undulating area than any other part. Due to its hilly slope and inadequate supply of daily essential commodities, large portion is occupied with open space, having low-lying areas; inadequacy of school and college and marketing facilities are the main causes for low density.
One thing is important here that except the ward number 2, all other ward has increased its density size. Though the ward number 2 has consistently occupied its first position on density of population but the size of the density has decreased. In 2001 the density size was 5860 persons/sq.km but in 2011 the density size has decreased to 5166 persons/sq.km i.e. 694 persons/sq.km decreased.
Source: Mirik Municipality
Male-Female Distribution
In 2001 census, the total population of Mirik Municipality was 9112, out of which 4582 were male and 4530 were female. The highest population found in ward number 3 was 1420 and the lowest population found in ward 5 was 600. The highest male population found in ward number 3 was 726 and lowest male population found in ward number 5 was 294. The highest female population found in ward number 3 was 694 and lowest female population found in ward number 5 was 306.
But in 2011 census, the total population of Mirik Municipality was 11513, out of which 5688 were male and 5825 were female. The highest population was found in ward number 3 which was 1824 and
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the lowest population was found in ward 6 which was 859. The highest male was population found in ward number 3 which was 906 and lowest male population was found in ward number 6 which was 416. The highest female population was found in ward number 3 which was 918 and lowest female population was found in ward number 6 which was 443. Besides this, the highest growth rate of sex-ratio found in ward number 6 (19.2%) and the lowest growth rate is in ward number 4 (-20.3%). Except this, some of the ward had a negative growth sexratio and the ward is 1 (-2.7%), 7 (-1.1%).
Child Population
According to 2001 census, Mirik Municipality had 858 child populations in 0-6 years which occupied 9.42% of total population, 702 child populations in 6-10 years which was 7.70% of total population, 839 child populations in 10-18 years which was 9.21% of total population of Mirik town. But 2011 census shows that the overall child population scenario had changed. The total child population under the age of 0-6 years is 1098 which is 9.53% of total population, in 6-10 years there are 900 which are 7.82% and under 10-18 years child populations there is 1073 which is 9.32%.
Table6: Age of Children in 2011
Age of children and dependents Number of children in 2011 % of child population to total population 0-6 years 1098 9.53 6-10 years 900 7.82 10-15 years 1073 9.32
Source: Census of 2011 So, there is a static growth rate of child population in Mirik Municipality. The percentage of child population to total population in 2001 and in 2011 follows the same trend (slight growth rate, about 0.11%).
Effective Literacy Rate
The Source: Census of 2011
Illiterates
The total number of illiterate persons in 2011 is 2119 out of this 773 are male and 1352 are female. The highest illiterate in the ward of 6 which is 28.75% i.e. a big portion of the total population is illiterate of this ward and the lowest illiterates is found in ward number 4 which is 8.55%. The overall illiterate in this Municipality is 18.41% in 2011. 
SC & ST Population
The study of SC and ST Population in demographic perspective is an important criteria. According to 2001 census the Mirik Municipality had 7.03% Sc population and 3.33% St Population. But in 2011, the percentage of Sc population is 6.55% and 34% is St Population. Source: Census of 2011 In 2001, the highest Sc population was found in ward number 2 which is 10.28%, followed by ward number 8 (9.83%),3 (8.94%), 5 (8%), 7 (7.87%) and the lowest is found in ward number 6 which is nil or 0.0%. similarly, the highest St population was found in ward number 6 which is 71.71%, followed by ward number 1 (51.77%), 9 (44.51%), 7 (42.91%) and the lowest % of St population found in ward number 4 which is 9.31%. So, from the above data we can easily understand that the Mirik Municipality had a large portion of St Population. Though 2001 census data shows that the total number of St Population was 303 (3.33%) but in 2011, the total number of St Population has increased in a significant manner to 3910 (33.96%).
Source: Mirik Municipality The United Nations operationally defines a slum as "one or a group of individuals living under the same roof in an urban area, lacking in one or more of the following five amenities": 1) Durable housing (a permanent structure providing protection from extreme climatic conditions); 2) Sufficient living area (no more than three people sharing a room); 3) Access to improved water (water that is sufficient, affordable, and can be obtained without extreme effort); 4) Access to improved sanitation facilities (a private toilet, or a public one shared with a reasonable number of people); and 5) Secure tenure (de facto or de jure secure tenure status and protection against forced eviction) (UN-HABITAT, 2006/7). Slum is a part of urbanization. In 2011, each of the 9 ward had a slum population. 4082 persons constitute slum population in Mirik Municipality which is 35.46% of the total population. The highest slum population was found in ward number ? , followed by ward number ? and the lowest was found in ward number ? . But the biggest slum is ? , followed by ? . The slum area are the home of drivers, cobbler, sweepers etc living in an unhygienic environment. The Mirik Municipality had shown large portion of slum in their own survey book in a purpose to sanction a large amount for the development of the town. 
PROBLEMS IDENTIFICATION RELATED TO THE DEMOGRAPHY ON THE MIRIK MUNICIPALITY
The area has human resources for economic and tourist industrial growth. At present it is a moderate type of tourist spot as there are different problems of the Municipality. The problems are as below-
